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United States Department of State 


Washington, D.C. 20520 


F-2019-08045 

JUL 1 9 2019 

Kristy Parker 

The Protect Democracy Pro J ec * . 

2020 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, #1W 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Ms. Parker: 

• t n fvmir July 2 2019, request under the Freedom of 
This letter is to acknowledge receipt of yo y > (pA y 5 u.S.C. § 552a, to the 

Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552 ’*£* ^ gliding but not limited to emails and 

Department of State, in which you requeuel between the State Department and the E- 

memoranda, reflecting or related _ aana an d/or the Iran Disinformation Project , 

Collaborative for Civic Education (ECCE), Tavaa > indiv iduals: Narges Bajoghli, 

to include emails and memoranda pertaining to he following 
Mohammad Ali Shabani, Esfandyar Batmanghelid], and Tnta Pars,. 

, c • /tdo'v received your FOIA/PA request on 
The Office of Information Programs and Servi ( fthis letter pi ease include the 

July 2, 2019 and assigned it the tracking num e FOIA/PA request. We have 

"umbe, i" dlhaTLn gr»«d. 

classified you as an other-use requester. Yo q 

You also requested exuded processing of you, f s X3i^xJS^ pC’sSw^ 
32SSSSL •need" for d. inform.i.on because: 


0 ) 


( 2 ) 


( 3 ) 


Failure to obtain requested information on an expedited basis could reasonably be 
expected°to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual. 

rue information is urgently needed by an individual primarily engaged in 
disseminating information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged 
SerTgternment activity. Requesters must demonstrate that their primary activity 
involves publishing or otherwise disseminating information to the public in general, 
not just to a particular segment or group. 

Failure to release the information would impair substantial due process rights or harm 
substantial humanitarian interests. 


• r. nrnvided vour request does not demonstrate a compelling need 

under myof thes^tandards. Therefore, your request for expedited processing has been denied. 

If vou are not satisfied with the Department’s determination in response to your expedited 
S request, you may 515 

SSS NTwXgtorD-C. 20522-8100, or faxed to (202) 261-8571 Appeals must be 
postmarked within 90 calendar days of the date of this initial agency decision letter. Please 
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f .. ]etter with your written appeal and clearly state why you disagree with the 
include a copy of this letter wun yo 
determinations set forth in this response. 

- -- - w-— 

processing your request. Ti. q c V552(a)(6)(BXiMi'i>. Because of these unusual 

defined in the FOIA. » 5 to respond to your request beyond the ten 

circumstances, we need to exxe 
additional days provided by the sta u e. 

. rtn vnnr reauest will necessarily depend on a variety of 
The time needed to complete our wor ^ searc h e d, t h e complexity of the search, the 

factors including the number of loca 10 consultations with other U.S. Government 

volume and complexity of anX iTrtictnaMriai'torated. The time needed will also 

sr-trJsss: ah«,d on, * * <*«• i~—• '“ k - 

„ mfthrpp tracks- simple, complex, or expedited. 

This Office assigns incoming requests o on ^ ^ relation t0 ot h er requests in the same 

Each request is then handled on a f ‘ rs .’ lex track and will be handled as quickly as 

track. Your request has been assigned to P 

possible. 

In an effort to speed the processing of your request, you may wish to 

request. Among the ways you can do so is by narrowing the date rang q ’ 

reducing the number of topics requested, excluding certain types of records (such as e 
and/or paper records) from the request, identifying the particular office/bureau from which you 
arc seeking records, and limiting the number of potentially responsive records you see . ou 
can also agree to an alternative time frame for processing, should records be located, or you may 
wish to await the completion of our records search to discuss either of these options. 


I regret the necessity of this delay, but I assure you that your request will be processed as soon as 
possible. If you wish to discuss narrowing of your request or an alternative time frame for the 
processing of your request, or if you have any questions regarding the status of your request, you 
may contact our FOIA Requester Service Center or our FOIA Public Liaison via email at 
FOIAstatus@state.gov or telephone at (202) 261-8484. 


Lastly, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) to inquire about the FOIA mediation services 
they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information 
Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College 
Park, Maryland 20740-6001, email address: ogis@nara.gov : telephone: (202) 741-5770; toll free 
number: 1-877-684-6448; facsimile: (202) 741-5769. 



Sincerely, 

kfonrU /- 

s-± 

Eric F. Stein, Director 
Office of Information Programs and Services 






